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Hadeeth Number Two:

Explanation of Islaam, Eemaan & Ihsaan
Text of the Hadeeth
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Also, on the authority of ‘Umar  who said:
One day, while we were sitting with the Messenger of Allaah r a man came before us whose
clothes were exceedingly white and whose hair was exceedingly black. There were no signs of travel
seen on him and none of us knew him. He approached and sat down by the Prophet r resting his
knees to his and placing the palms of his hands on his thighs, then he said, “O Muhammad,
inform me about Islaam.” So the Messenger of Allaah r said, “Islaam is to testify that none has the
right to be worshipped in truth except Allaah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah, to establish
the prayer, to pay the Zakaat, to fast in Ramadhaan, and to make the pilgrimage (Hajj) to the House (i.e.
the Ka’bah in Makkah) if you are able to do so.” He said, “You have spoken the truth,” and we were
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amazed that he was asking him and telling him that he had spoken the truth. He said, “So inform
me about Eemaan (Faith).” He said, “It is to believe in Allaah, His angels, His books, His messengers, the
Last Day, and to believe in the Divine Decree (Qadr), both the good and the evil thereof.” He said, “You
have spoken the truth.” He said, “Then inform me about Ihsaan (i.e. perfection in worship).” He
said, “It is to worship Allaah as though you see Him and if you are not able to (worship Allaah as though
you) see Him then He sees you.” He said, “Then inform me about the Hour (i.e. the Day of
Judgment).” He said, “The one being questioned is not more knowledgeable about it than the questioner.”
He said, “Then inform me about its signs.” He said, “That the slave girl gives birth to her female slave
master and that you will see the barefooted, naked, destitute shepherds competing in construction of lofty
buildings.” Then he departed and I stayed for a time. So the Messenger of Allaah r said, “O ‘Umar,
do you know who the questioner was?” I said, “Allaah and His Messenger know best.” He said, “That
was Jibreel who came to teach you your religion.” (Related by Muslim) 1

Explanation:
From the Benefits of this Hadeeth:

From the guidance of the Prophet, r is sitting with his Companions. This guidance indicates the
excellent character of the Prophet r. It is appropriate that a person associates and mixes with the
people and he should not withdraw and seclude himself from them.

From the Benefits of this Hadeeth:
Mixing with the people is better than secluding and separating from them as long as a person is
not in fear of his Religion. If he is in fear of his Religion then separation is better due to the
statement of the Prophet r,

? 5) [(\#$  +2(] ^4@ +9 [26D _&M` J X?   +# ?'A ;D  H@( D
“It is almost to the point that the best wealth of a man is a goat that he follows to the peak of the
mountains and the place of raindrops (i.e. the clouds).” 2

From the Benefits of this Hadeeth:

It is possible for the angels to appear to the people in the form of man, since Jibreel u came to
the Companions with the description mentioned in the Hadeeth,

1

Muslim #5; Aboo Daawood #4695; at-Tirmidhee #2610; an-Nisaa’ee 101-97/8; Ibn Maajah #63; Imaam Aboo Ya’laa
in his Mukhtasar #237; Sharhus-Sunnah of Imaam al-Baghawee #2
2
Al-Bukhaaree #3300
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“A man came before us whose clothes were exceedingly white and whose hair was
exceedingly black. There were no signs of travel seen on him and none of us knew him.”

From the Benefits of this Hadeeth:
An example of the superb manners that the student should have in front of his teacher, since
Jibreel u sat in front of the Prophet r. This sitting indicates manners, attentiveness, and being
prepared for what is being relayed to him. Consequently, he sat resting his knees to his and placing
the palms of his hands on his thighs.

From the Benefits of this Hadeeth:

The permissibility of calling the Prophet r by his name due to his saying,

"@'
 C 
“O Muhammad.”
It is possible that this was before the prohibition, i.e. the prohibition of Allaah regarding that in
His statement,
〈 $VÒ÷èt/ Νä3ÅÒ÷èt/ Ï™!%tæß‰x. öΝà6oΨ÷t/ ÉΑθß™§9$# u™!$tãßŠ (#θè=yèøgrB ω ®

“Do not call on the Messenger as you call on one another.”
[Soorah an-Noor (24): 63]

This is according to one of the explanations. It is possible that this is the norm of the Bedouins
who come to the Messenger r calling him by his name,

"@'
 C  “O Muhammad.” This is more

likely since the first one requires dates.

From the Benefits of this Hadeeth:
The permissibility of a person asking a question about something he has knowledge of in order to
teach those who do not know since Jibreel u knew the answer. This is due to his statement in the
Hadeeth,

Y9 "+

“You have spoken the truth”. Therefore, if the questioner intends for those

around the instructor to learn, this is considered teaching them.

From the Benefits of this Hadeeth:
The indirect cause takes on the ruling of the direct cause if the direct cause is based on the indirect
cause due to his statement r,

&;MD(Y &;!Z 4D &,+ JD?2X EFG
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“That was Jibreel u who came to teach you your religion.”
This is the case even though the teacher is the Messenger r, since Jibreel u was the reason for
him being questioned; the Messenger r deemed him the teacher.

From the Benefits of this Hadeeth:

A clarification that Islaam has five pillars because the Prophet r responded by saying,
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“Islaam is to testify that none has the right to be worshipped in truth except Allaah and that
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah, to establish the prayer, to pay the Zakaat, to fast in
Ramadhaan, and to make the Pilgrimage (Hajj) to the House (i.e. the Ka’bah in Makkah) if you are
able to do so.”

From the Benefits of this Hadeeth:
It is imperative to bear witness with your tongue while having certainty in your heart that ‘Laa
ilaaha illallaah.’ Therefore, the meaning of ‘Laa ilaaha illallaah’ is that there is no deity worshipped
in truth except Allaah. Hence, you bear witness with your tongue while having certainty in your
heart that there is nothing worshipped from the creation, whether it be the Prophets, or the allies
of Allaah, or the righteous, or the trees, or the stones, or other than that in truth except Allaah.
Everything worshipped other than Allaah is false due to the statement of Allaah, The Exalted:
çÎ6x6ø9$# ’Í?yèø9$# uθèδ ©!$# χr&uρ ã≅ÏÜ≈t6ø9$# uθèδ ⎯ÏµÏΡρßŠ ⎯ÏΒ šχθããô‰tƒ $tΒ χr&uρ ‘,ysø9$# uθèδ ©!$# χr'Î/ šÏ9≡sŒ ®
〈 ∩∉⊄∪

“That is because Allaah – He is the truth, and what they invoke besides Him is
falsehood. And verily, Allaah – He is the Most High, the Most Great.”
[Soorah al-Hajj (22): 62]

From the Benefits of this Hadeeth:
This Religion is not complete without bearing witness that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah,
and he is Muhammad ibn ‘Abdullaah al-Qurayshee al-Haashimee r. Whoever would like more
complete knowledge of this noble Messenger, he should read the Qur’aan and whatever is easy
from the Sunnah and books of history.
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From the Benefits of this Hadeeth:

The Messenger of Allaah r combined the bearing witness that ‘Laa ilaaha illallaah’ and
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah together in one pillar. This is because worship is not
complete except with two components: Ikhlaas (sincerity of worship for Allaah) and it is comprised
in the bearing witness that ‘Laa ilaaha ill Allaah’ and following the Messenger of Allaah r; and it is
comprised in the bearing witness that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah. Due to this, the
Prophet r combined them into one pillar in the Hadeeth of ibn ‘Umar,

...(*% +\$ e  1!"#  $ fe g     (*Y+@ :ab!A cL ( .M9
“Islaam is founded on five (pillars): Bearing witness that none has the right to be worshipped in truth
except Allaah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah, to establish the prayer…” 3 and he
mentioned the entire Hadeeth.

From the Benefits of this Hadeeth:
The Islaam of the servant is not complete until he establishes the prayer. Establishing the prayer is
to perform it properly as it has come in the legislation. Establishing the prayer has obligations and
that which fulfills its completion and perfection. The obligation is performing the minimal
requirements in it. The completion and perfection is performing its subsidiary acts according to
what is well known in the Book, Sunnah, and statements of the scholars.

From the Benefits of this Hadeeth:
Islaam is not complete without paying the Zakaat. Az-Zakaat is the obligatory wealth paid to those
who deserve it. Allaah has clarified this in Sooratut- Tawbah in His statement:
†Îûuρ t⎦⎫ÏΒÌ≈tóø9$#uρ É>$s%Ìh9$# †Îûuρ öΝåκæ5θè=è% Ïπx©9xσßϑø9$#uρ $pκön=tæ t⎦,Î#Ïϑ≈yèø9$#uρ È⎦⎫Å3≈|¡yϑø9$#uρ Ï™!#ts)àù=Ï9 àM≈s%y‰¢Á9$# $yϑ¯ΡÎ) * ®
〈 ∩∉⊃∪ ÒΟ‹Å6ym íΟŠÎ=tæ ª!$#uρ 3 «!$# š∅ÏiΒ ZπŸÒƒÌsù ( È≅‹Î6¡¡9$# È⎦ø⌠$#uρ «!$# È≅‹Î6y™

“The charities (here it means Zakaat) are only for the Fuqaraa’ (poor), the Masaakeen
(poor),4 those employed to collect the funds, to attract the hearts of those who have been
inclined (towards Islaam), to the free the captives, for those in debt, for Allaah’s Cause,
and for the wayfarer. It is a duty imposed by Allaah. And Allaah is The All Knower, All
Wise.”
3

Al-Bukhaaree #8; Muslim #16
Translator’s Note: Imaam ‘Abdur Rahmaan as-Sa’dee ? has stated concerning the Fuqaraa’ (poor) and the
Masaakeen (poor): “In this instance they are distinctly of two separate types. The Faqeer is in more need than the
Miskeen since Allaah began with them, and He does not begin except with the most important then those of lesser
importance. The Faqeer is explained to be the one who does not possess anything or he possesses some of his needs,
but less than half. The Miskeen is the one that possesses half or more (of his needs) but does not possess what would
completely suffice him. If he possessed that, then he would be rich, so they are given from the Zakaat what will cease
their poverty.” (Tayseer al-Kareem ar-Rahmaan p. 341)

4
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[Soorah at-Tawbah (9): 60]

As for fasting Ramadhaan, it is worshipping Allaah, The Exalted, by abstaining from those things
that break the fast from the time of Fajr until sunset, and Ramadhaan is the month between
Sha’baan and Shawwaal.
As for pilgrimage (Hajj) to the House (i.e. the Ka’bah in Makkah), it is to intend to travel to Makkah
in order to perform its rituals. It is stipulated by having the ability to do so since the majority of
the time there is difficulty in it. By the same token, all of the obligations are stipulated by having
the ability to do so due to His statement, The Exalted,
〈 ÷Λä⎢÷èsÜtFó™$# $tΒ ©!$# (#θà)¨?$$sù ®

“So fear Allaah as much as you are able.”
[Soorah at-Taghaabun (64): 16]

From the established principles with the scholars, “It is not obligatory without the ability, and it is not
prohibited when there is a necessity”.

From the Benefits of this Hadeeth:

The angelic Messenger described the human Messenger, Muhammad r with truthfulness and
honesty. Jibreel u spoke the truth by describing him with truthfulness and honesty for surely the
Prophet r is the most truthful of the creation.

From the Benefits of this Hadeeth:
The aptitude and intelligence of the Companions when they were amazed how the questioner was
validating the one who he asked. The origin is that the questioner is ignorant, and it is not
possible for the ignorant to judge whether someone’s speech is true or false. However, this
astonishment ceased when the Prophet r said,

&;MD(Y &;!Z 4D &,+ JD?2X EFG
“That was Jibreel who came to teach you your religion.”

From the Benefits of this Hadeeth:
Eemaan (faith) includes six matters:
1. Belief in Allaah
2. His Angels
3. His Books
4. His Messengers
5. The Last Day
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6. The Qadr (the Divine Decree) and Qadaa’ (the occurrence of that Divine Decree), the good
and bad thereof

From the Benefits of this Hadeeth:
Distinguishing between Islaam and Eemaan (faith). When mentioned together, Islaam means the
actions of the limbs and Eemaan (faith) means the actions of the heart, but when one is mentioned
by itself then each one encompasses the other. Thus His statement, The Exalted,
〈 $YΨƒÏŠ zΝ≈n=ó™M}$# ãΝä3s9 àMŠÅÊu‘uρ ®

“And I am pleased for you that Islaam is your religion.”
[Soorah al-Maa’idah (5): 3]

And His statement,
〈 $YΨƒÏŠ ÄΝ≈n=ó™M}$# uöxî ÆtGö;tƒ ⎯tΒuρ ®

“And whoever follows a religion other than Islaam.”
[Soorah Aali ‘Imraan (3): 85]

This incorporates Islaam and Eemaan (faith). And the statement of Allaah, The Blessed, The
Exalted,
〈 t⎦⎫ÏΖÏΒ÷σßϑø9$# yìtΒ ©!$# ¨βr&uρ ®

“And Allaah is with those who possess Eemaan (i.e. the Mu’mineen).”
[Soorah al-Anfaal (8): 19]

Also, those verses that resemble this incorporate Eemaan (faith) and Islaam. Likewise is His
statement, The Exalted,
〈 7πoΨÏΒ÷σ•Β 7πt7s%u‘ ãƒÌóstGsù ®

“He must set free a slave who possesses Eemaan (faith),”
[Soorah an-Nisaa (4): 92]

This incorporates Islaam and Eemaan (faith). As for when they are mentioned together, this
Hadeeth indicates the meaning of each.

From the Benefits of this Hadeeth:
Belief in Allaah is the most important and significant pillar of Eemaan (faith), and due to this the
Prophet r superseded it when he said,
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“It is to believe in Allaah.”
Belief in Allaah includes belief in His Existence, His Lordship (Ruboobiyyah), worship of Him
Alone (‘Uloohiyyah), and His Names and Attributes. Eemaan (faith) is not only in His Existence, but
it must include four components:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Belief in His Existence
His Lordship (Ruboobiyyah)
Worship of Him Alone (‘Uloohiyyah)
His Names and Attributes

From the Benefits of this Hadeeth:
Belief in the angels: The angels are in the unseen world. Allaah has described them with many
attributes in the Qur’aan, and the Prophet r has described them in his Sunnah. The manner that
we believe in them is: We believe in those whose names have been specified and those whose
names have not been specified, thus we believe in them generally. We also believe in what we have
learned of their actions and occupations that they carry out. Likewise, we believe in what we have
learned of their attributes that the Prophet r described them with. For instance, the Prophet r

saw Jibreel (u) in his natural form that he was created, with six hundred wings engulfing the entire
horizon.

Therefore, it is obligatory upon us that we believe in the angels, and that we love them since they
are the servants of Allaah who uphold His Command as He, The Exalted, said:
〈 ∩⊄⊃∪ tβρçäIøtƒ Ÿω u‘$pκ¨]9$#uρ Ÿ≅ø‹©9$# tβθßsÎm7|¡ç„ ∩⊇®∪ tβρçÅ£óstGó¡tƒ Ÿωuρ ⎯ÏµÏ?yŠ$t7Ïã ô⎯tã tβρçÉ9õ3tGó¡o„ Ÿω …çνy‰ΖÏã ô⎯tΒuρ ®

“And those that are near to Him (i.e. the angels) are not too proud to worship Him nor
are they weary (of His worship). They (i.e. the angels) glorify His Praises night and day,
and they do not slacken (to do so).”
[Soorah al-Anbiyaa (21): 19 – 20]

From the Benefits of this Hadeeth:
The obligation of believing in the Books that Allaah, The Mighty, The Majestic, revealed to His
Messengers, may salutations and blessings be upon them. Allaah, The Exalted, said,
〈 y7ø‹n=tã $oΨóÁ|Ás% ⎯¨Β Οßγ÷ΨÏΒ y7Î=ö7s% ⎯ÏiΒ Wξß™â‘ $uΖù=y™ö‘r& ô‰s)s9uρ ®

The Hadeeth of Jibreel
Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al-‘Uthaymeen
www.tarbiyyahpublishingonline.com

“Surely, We have sent Our Messengers with clear evidences and revealed the Scripture
to them and the Scale (i.e. Meezaan).” 5
[Soorah al-Hadeed (57): 25]

Therefore, we believe in every book that Allaah revealed to His Messengers; however, we believe in
them generally and we substantiate that they are the truth. Specifically, the previous books must
have been distorted, altered, and tampered with. Thus, it is impossible for a person to distinguish
between the truth and falsehood within them, and as a result, we say we believe in what Allaah
revealed of the books in a general manner. Therefore, we are in fear of what has been distorted,
altered, and tampered with. This concerns belief in the books. As for acting in accordance with
them, this is only for what was revealed to Muhammad r and the others (books) have been
abrogated by this legislation.

From the Benefits of this Hadeeth:
The obligation of believing in the Messengers may salutations and blessing be upon them. We
believe that every messenger that Allaah sent is true and that he came with the truth, truthful in
what he informed and truthful in what he commanded. We generally believe in those we do not
have knowledge of and specifically in those who we know their fine points.
He, The Exalted, has said:
〈 y7ø‹n=tã $oΨóÁ|Ás% ⎯¨Β Οßγ÷ΨÏΒ y7Î=ö7s% ⎯ÏiΒ Wξß™â‘ $uΖù=y™ö‘r& ô‰s)s9uρ ®

“And surely, We have sent Messengers before you. Some of them; we have relayed their
stories to you, and some of them; We have not relayed their stories to you.”
[Sooraah Ghaafir (40): 78]

Therefore, those whom their stories have been relayed to us, we believe in them specifically. Those
whom their stories have not been relayed to us, we believe in them generally. The first of the
Messengers u is Nooh, and the last of them is Muhammad r. From them are the five strong
willed whom Allaah mentioned collectively in the two verses of His Book. He, The Blessed, The
Exalted, stated in Sooratul- Ahzaab,
〈 zΝtƒótΒ È⎦ø⌠$# ©|¤ŠÏãuρ 4©y›θãΒuρ tΛ⎧Ïδ≡tö/Î)uρ 8yθœΡ ⎯ÏΒuρ šΖÏΒuρ öΝßγs)≈sV‹ÏΒ z⎯↵ÍhŠÎ;¨Ψ9$# z⎯ÏΒ $tΡõ‹s{r& øŒÎ)uρ ®

“And (remember) when We took a covenant from the Prophets, from you (Muhammad
r), Nooh, Ibraheem, Moosaa, ‘Isa the son of Maryam.”
[Soorah al-Ahzaab (33): 7]
5

Translators Note: Imaam ‘Abdur-Rahmaan as-Sa’dee ? has stated concerning the word ‘Scale’ (i.e. Meezaan) in this
verse: “And it is justice in statements, actions, and the religion that the Messengers came with. All of it is just in its
commandments, prohibitions, interactions with the creation, crimes, blood money, punishments, inheritance, and
other than that.” (Tayseer al-Kareem ar-Rahmaan p. 842)
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And He, The Exalted, stated in Soorah ash- Shooraa:
÷βr& ( #©|¤ŠÏãuρ 4©y›θãΒuρ tΛ⎧Ïδ≡tö/Î) ÿ⎯ÏµÎ/ $uΖøŠ¢¹uρ $tΒuρ y7ø‹s9Î) !$uΖøŠym÷ρr& ü“Ï%©!$#uρ %[nθçΡ ⎯ÏµÎ/ 4©œ»uρ $tΒ È⎦⎪Ïe$!$# z⎯ÏiΒ Νä3s9 tíuŸ° * ®
〈 ÏµŠÏù (#θè%§xtGs? Ÿωuρ t⎦⎪Ïe$!$# (#θãΚŠÏ%r&

“He has ordained for you the same Religion which He ordained for Nooh, and that
which He revealed to you (O Muhammad r), and that which He revealed to Ibraheem,
Moosaa, and ‘Isa saying, ‘You should establish the religion and make no divisions
therein.’
[Soorah ash- Shooraa (42): 13]

From the Benefits of this Hadeeth:
Belief in the Last Day. The Last Day is the Day of Judgment. It is called “Last” since it is the last
stage of man. The stages of man are four:
•
•
•
•

The first stage is in the womb of his mother.
The second stage is the life of this world.
The third stage is the Barzakh (a barrier closing off the next life from this life by which
none can return after crossing it).
The fourth stage is the Last Day. There is no stage after it. Either he will go to Jannah
(Paradise) or Hell.

Belief in the Last Day is inclusive of - just as Shaykhul-Islaam ibn Taymiyyah ? has stated:
“Everything that the Prophet r informed of that will occur after death. This includes what will
happen in the grave of the dead being asked about his Lord, Religion, and Prophet, as well as what
will occur in the grave of bliss or punishment.”

From the Benefits of this Hadeeth:
The obligation of believing in the Qadr (Divine Decree), the good and bad thereof. It is to believe
in four matters:
1. To believe that Allaah encompasses everything by His Knowledge, in general, specific, for
eternity, and infinity;
2. To believe that Allaah has written the extent of everything until the establishment of the
Hour in the Prescribed Tablets;
3. To believe that everything that occurs in existence is by the will of Allaah, The Mighty, The
Majestic, and there is nothing that escapes His Will;
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4. To believe that Allaah created everything; everything is the creation of Allaah, The Mighty,
The Majestic, regardless if it is from the actions that He is specified with, such as causing it
to rain, causing plants to grow, or from the actions of the servant and the (rest) of creation.
This is because the actions of the creation are the creation of Allaah, The Mighty, The
Majestic. Since the actions of the creation are based on will and ability, will and ability are
from the attributes of the servant, and the attributes of the servant are a creation of Allaah,
The Mighty, The Majestic. Therefore, everything in existence is from the creation of
Allaah, The Exalted.
Allaah, The Mighty, The Majestic, decreed all that will occur until the Day of Judgment before the
creation of the heavens and the earth by fifty thousand years. Therefore, whatever has been
decreed for a person cannot miss him, and whatever has not been decreed for a person cannot
reach him. These are the six pillars of Eemaan (faith) that the Messenger of Allaah r explained.
Eemaan (faith) is not complete except that one believes in all of it. We ask Allaah that He causes all
of us to believe in it.

From the Benefits of this Hadeeth:
A clarification that Ihsaan (perfection in worship) is that a person worships his Lord with fervent
desire and persistent entreaty as if he sees Him, so he would love to reach it (i.e. that level). This is
the more complete and perfect level of Ihsaan (perfection in worship). If he is not able to reach this
state then he reaches the second level, which is to worship Allaah out of fear and dread of His
punishment. Due to this, the Prophet r said,
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“And if you are not able to see Him then (know), that He sees you,”
Meaning: If you are not able to worship Him as though you see him then He sees you.

From the Benefits of this Hadeeth:
Knowledge of the Hour is sealed and hidden. None has knowledge of it except Allaah, The
Mighty, The Majestic. Whoever claims to have knowledge of it is a liar. This was hidden from the
most virtuous of the Messengers, from the angels and mankind - Muhammad and Jibreel, may
salutations and blessings be upon them.

From the Benefits of this Hadeeth:
The Hour has indicators (i.e. signs) as He, The Exalted, has stated:
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“Do they then await other than the Hour that it should come upon them suddenly? But
some of its portents have already come (i.e. its signs).”
[Soorah Muhammad (47): 18]

The scholars have split the signs of the Hour into three categories:
• A type that has occurred;
• A type that continues to occur;
• A type that will not occur except that it is very near to the establishment of the Hour.
These are the major signs such as the descent of ‘Isa ibn Maryam u, the Dajjaal (AntiChrist), Ya’jooj and Ma’jooj (Gog and Magog), and the rising of the sun from the west.
The Prophet r mentioned that from its signs the slave girl gives birth to her female slave master
meaning that the woman, who is the slave girl, gives birth to a female that becomes rich because
she possesses what her mother has. This is a figurative expression indicating expedient growth and
abundance of wealth and its dispersing amongst the people. It is supported by the example that
comes after it,
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“You will see the barefooted, naked, destitute shepherds competing in construction of lofty buildings.”

From the Benefits of this Hadeeth:

The superb teaching method of the Prophet r by his asking of the Companions whether they
knew the questioner or not. This was so that he could teach them by it (i.e. the question), and this
is more comprehensive than telling them from the start, since by asking them, then telling them
facilitates their memorizing of what he said and solidifies it.

From the Benefits of this Hadeeth:
The one asking about the knowledge is considered a teacher. The implication of this has already
preceded, but I wanted to explain that it is appropriate for a person to ask what the people are in
need of knowing, even if he knows it in order to reap the reward of teaching (them). Furthermore,
the true success is in the company of Allaah.

